WHITE-TAILED DEER SUMMARY 2022-2023:
MERCER COUNTY

Forest Wildlife Program, lllinois Department of Natural Resources

County Size: 568 square miles

Year Opened to Deer Hunting: 1957

Firearm,

Record Harvest: 1,623 (2006) 780, 53%

Average Harvest (previous 10 years): 1,478 31. 2%

Total 2022-2023 Harvest (all seasons): 1,469 outh. 18

Permits issued/quota 2022-2023 (excludes

landowner; archery and youth are statewide):
Firearm: 2425/2900 Muzzle: 393/500
Late Winter: 20

Archery,
532, 36% LW/CWD,

Chronic Wasting Disease Detected: No

1,800 7

Check Station Location: N/A
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Late Winter Season in 2023-2024: Yes. Deer 1,400 ool ST | S
Vehicle Accident (DVA) rates (accidents per
billion miles driven) are used as an index of deer
population size. Counties remain or are added to 1000 1
Late Winter season if DVA rates are above goal,  goo -
or other factors (excessive crop damage and/or
disease issues) are present.
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Last year in Late Winter: 2007 - Present 200
Recent Archery Harvest by Bow Type 0 , , , , , , , , ,
Type 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 ,‘9"0’ q’d‘u q'e"% q'Q\b ,LQ'(\ ,LQ\% ,be'g ,‘9‘\9 ,Le'\'\ q'é{}
Compound 294 256 277 234 228 900
Crossbow 226 279 344 261 301 _ s00{ ° PYARate = County DUA Goal
Traditional 1 3 3 3 3 38 0
Total 521 538 624 498 532 ? 600 -
Age/Sex Composition of Recent Harvest (%) T 500
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 % 400
M-Adult 255 244 29.2 289 317 g 3004
M-Yearling 15.2 165 164 155 147 < 200 ¥
M - Fawn 116 113 100 110 84 100 4
F - Adult 37.5 384 38.6 38.2 37.2

0
F - Fawn 9.2 94 58 6.4 8.1 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004 2007 2010 2013 2016 2019 2022

M - Adult = 2.5 and older; F - Adult = 1.5 and older Year
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